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November 13, 2012

City of Columbia Council
701 East Broadway
Columbia, Missouri 65201

Dear Council Members,

The Columbia Historic Preservation Commission is very concerned about the demolition of eight houses with historic value for
the purpose of improving traffic flow into one specific neighborhood. It is clear to our commission that a traffic light for egress
into the neighborhood during rush hour traffic would be beneficial to neighbors in the Grasslands; however, we staunchly
oppose the removal of the eight homes that face Providence Road to facilitate this project. The neighborhood is historically
important, and these eight homes create the visually appealing entrance to the Grasslands neighborhood and are the gateway
atmosphere to campus and to our downtown from Stadium. This residential area is an important transition from campus
Greek life to the adjacent residential area. Removal of these homes two by two may seem insignificant, but at the proposed
plan’s completion is the overarching project of a stop lighted intersection with a turn lane to meet the needs of afternoon rush
hour traffic from 5:10pm to 5.40 pm. This proposed project would come at the cost of these eight significant homes that face
Providence Road at the entrance of the Grasslands. It will be devastating to the Grasslands’ neighborhood charm and value;
and to the University, Downtown and the City of Columbia as a whole to alter the face of this great area.

This Historic Preservation Commission held a special site meeting on November 13, 2012. Your Commission voted
unanimously to convey the following recommendations:

1) Table the approval of this plan for further study to seek meaningful alternatives;
2) Obtain a proper traffic study and accident reports for this area;
3) A noise study impacting the remaining residences after such a project;
4) An HP Study of the history of each of these residential homes and their prior owners;
5) Request additional input from our own Planning & Zoning, CATSO, and the University of Missouri and MDOT for a

more complete development of Providence from Stadium to Stuart.

Thank you for your ongoing dialogue and consideration of this issue. We prevail upon your interest in preserving Columbia by
being good neighbors and wise stewards of public resources. We trust that you will seriously consider the unintended
consequences, such as the aesthetics of a new focal point, noise for the remaining resident and diminished value for the
surrounding property owners.

We look forward to discussing these issues in greater detail.

Respectfully,

Your Historic Preservation Commission

The ornamental detail in our logo adorns the facade of Columbia’s City Building, which was built in 1917 as the Daniel Boone Tavern.
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Introduced by _________________________ Council Bill No. _______R 188-12_______ 
 
 
 A RESOLUTION 
 

declaring the necessity for construction of street improvements 
on Providence Road from Turner Avenue to Stadium 
Boulevard, to include reconfiguration and construction of 
signalized intersections on Providence Road and construction 
of a new residential street in the Grasslands Subdivision 
between Bingham Road and Burnam Road; stating the nature 
of and the estimate of the cost of the improvement; providing 
for payment for the improvement; providing for compliance with 
the prevailing wage law; and setting a public hearing. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF COLUMBIA, MISSOURI, AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 

SECTION 1. The City Council deems the construction of street improvements on 
Providence Road, from Turner Avenue to Stadium Boulevard, specifically to include 
removal of the traffic signal located at the intersection of Providence Road and Rollins 
Road, reconfiguring the intersections of Turner Avenue and Providence Road and Burnam 
Road and Providence Road to construct right turn lanes and install traffic signals, 
construction of a southbound right turn lane along Providence Road from Stadium 
Boulevard north to Brandon Road, and construction of a new residential street in the 
Grasslands Subdivision between Bingham Road and Burnam Road, and other 
miscellaneous work, all in accordance with City of Columbia Specifications and Standards, 
necessary to the welfare and improvement of the City.  
 

SECTION 2. The nature and scope of the improvement shall consist of furnishing all 
labor, materials, transportation, insurance and all other items, accessories and incidentals 
thereto necessary for the complete construction of the improvements. 
 

SECTION 3. The estimated cost of this improvement is $3,238,000.00. 
 

SECTION 4. Payment for this improvement shall be made from the Capital Fund 
Balance, Capital Improvement Sales Tax Funds, Surface Transportation Program 
Enhancement Funds, and such other funds as may be lawfully appropriated. 
 
 SECTION 5. Any work done in connection with the construction of the improvement 
specified above shall be in compliance with the provisions of the prevailing wage laws of 
the State of Missouri.  The City shall also cause to be inserted into the contract a stipulation 
that all laborers and mechanics employed by the contractor or subcontractors in the 
performance of work under the contract shall be paid wages at rates not less than those 
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prevailing on similar construction in the locality as determined by the Secretary of Labor in 
accordance with the Davis-Bacon Act.  
 

SECTION 6. A public hearing in respect to this improvement will be held in the 
Council Chamber of the City Hall Building, 701 E. Broadway, Columbia, Missouri, at 
7:00 p.m. on November 19, 2012.  The City Clerk shall cause notice of this hearing to be 
published in a newspaper published in the City. 
 
 
 ADOPTED this ______ day of ___________________________, 2012. 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
______________________________  ______________________________ 
City Clerk Mayor and Presiding Officer  
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
City Counselor 




